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Orientation Objectives

ÅIntroduce you to the 
Draft Watershed 
Planning Guidebook

ÅGive an overview of 
the watershed 
planning process



Introduction to the Draft Watershed 
Planning Guidebook for KY 

Communities
ÅThis book will be the guide for creating 

watershed plans in four watersheds involved 
in this grant; Dry Creek, Hancock Creek, Town 
Branch and Darby Creek.
ÅWatershed Planning Teams will have the 

opportunity to give feedback on the 
guidebook throughout the planning process.  
This feedback will be used to revise the 
guidebook.



What is a Watershed?

A Watershed is . . . 

The area of land 
that catches rain 
and snow that 
drains or seeps into 
a wetland, stream, 
river, lake or 
groundwater.



What is a Watershed Plan?

A watershed plan is a strategy that 
provides assessment and management 
information for a geographically defined 
watershed, including the analyses, 
actions, participants, and resources 
related to developing and implementing 
the plan.



What is a Watershed Plan?

A watershed plan ƛǎΧ

Áis a flexible framework for managing water 
quality and quantityin the watershed; 

Á includes strategiesto address the most 
important issues;

Á provides a framework forimplementation

ÅResponsible entities, partners, schedule, 
resources needed, funding options.



What is a Watershed Plan?

It should address the following issues:

ÁWhat are the important uses of the watershed?

ÁWhat are the crucial water resource issues in the 
watershed?

ÁWhat are your goals for the watershed?

ÁHow should protection and restoration of the watershed 
be achieved?

It should reflect the goals and interests of the community 
while protecting the environmental resources of the
watershed.



What is a Watershed Plan?

ÅThe watershed means something different to 
each member of the community, and all of 
these ideas are valid!

ÅThe key to long term involvement in a 
watershed plan is to make the plan 
meaningful to each community member.

ÅTo obtain greater community input, two 
Community Roundtables will be held for the 
watershed plan.



Main sections of a Plan
Watershed plans include:
ÁWater Resource Issues
ÁGuided by local concerns and issues
ÁExamines Water Quality, Water Quantity, Wildlife 

Resources, Land Use
ÁIncludes both point and non-point pollution

ÁGoals and Decisions
ÁDeveloped with local input and an eye to the future
ÁIdentifies responsible parties, implementation plan, 

milestones, resources needed, funding options, etc.
ÁDevelops  specific Best Management Practices such as 

increasing riparian zones or suggesting a new zoning 
ordinance.



EPA Requirements for 319(h) Nonpoint Source 
Funded Watershed Plans

a. Identify causes and sources of pollution

b. Estimate load reductions expected 

c. Describe management measures and target critical 
areas

d. Estimate technical and financial assistance needed 

e. Develop education component  

f. Develop project schedule 

g. Describe interim, measurable milestones

h. Identify indicators to measure progress

i. Develop a monitoring component



Why use a Watershed Plan?

ÅSingle-focus approaches limit the range of 
possibilities.

ÅA watershed plan creates a comprehensive 
roadmap for change, in which all pollution 
sources are considered.  

ÅAs a collaborative strategy  to create a 
comprehensive plan that has community support, 
it should be a viable plan for the future.

ÅWith a plan for the future, water quality can be 
protected as development continues.


