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Topics for this session

ÂComparing water quality data 

to state water quality criteria

ÂAssessing waterway problems 

with stream assessments

ÂPredicting loads: simple & 

complex modeling approaches



Contents of a Watershed Plan

Â Introduction
É Plan area & description, partners, background

ÂWater quality information & analysis
É WQ goals, monitoring/assessment results

É Key pollutants / stressors, sources, current loads

Â Proposed management measures
É Load reductions needed, BMP types proposed

É Reductions expected from BMPs, installation sites

Â Implementation plan
É Public info/education & outreach/involvement plan

É BMP/$$/TA support sources, project schedule & costs

ÂMonitoring and adaptive management approach
É Interim measurable milestones, load reduction criteria

É Evaluation framework, monitoring plan & partners



Water quality info & analysis

ÂWater quality goals
É Designated uses, WQ criteria

É Restoration and protection goals

É Flooding, aesthetics, others???

ÂMonitoring and assessment results
É Desktop data mining, local monitoring results

É ID impaired & threatened waters

Â Key pollutants / stressors
É Check 303(d); local monitoring/assessment

Â Pollutant sources
É From 303(d) or other assessment

ÂCurrent loads
É Estimate, model, or otherwise quantify





Water Quality Standards

ÂStateõs yardstick to measure health of 

waters

ÂThree key elements of WQSs:

ÉDesignated uses

ÉWater quality criteria

ÉAntidegradation

provisions



Example Use Designations

Â Aquatic life support ðwarmwater & 

coldwater aquatic habitat

Â Primary contact recreation ð

swimming

Â Secondary contact recreation ð

boating and fishing

Â Fish consumption ðeating fish

ÂDrinking water ðdomestic water 

supply


